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AIKO
The current global politics transcends theories and ideologies and is now based on physical power such as missiles
and nuclear. The promise of the nuclear based politics is that
there can be no war among nuclear states. Therefore, nuclear
weapons can only be used on the non-nuclear states. Quite
strange, isn’t it?
STUDENT #1
Professor, what should we make of North Korea’s nuclear
weapons?
AIKO
Yeah, I think it’s fair to say that North Korea’s nuclear weapons were a gift from the U.S. The only way for the U.S. to
strike North Korea which withdrew from the NPT was to
threaten with this strange weapon called nuclear. Do you think
North Korea would let the U.S. freely use nuclear weapons?
If a group of bare-handed people were to go up to an armed
robber and tell him to put the gun down, no robber in his right
mind would listen.

THE COUNTRY
I SAW

It is far more wise that the people get armed as well and
convince the robber that they put the guns down together.
Now let’s take a look at the slides, this is the nuclear posture
review by the Bush administration. As you can see, the first on
the target list is the Democratic People’s Republic as exposed
to the U.S. nuclear pre-emptive strategy, North Korea had
to look for measures to secure its regime and survival, and
nuclear armament was North Korea’s survival strategy. North
Korea actively retaliated by asking the U.S.:
“Do you want us to become a nuclear state? Or do you want
to co-exist with us in peace?”
And pressuring the U.S. to choose. The U.S. answer was not
to co-exist in peace, but to declare North Korea an outpost of
tyranny and publically use violent language that it will not rule
out using force on North Korea if necessary. Through the 2nd
inaugural and state of the union speeches by g.w. bush and
the confirmation hearing of the secretary of state, the U.S. has
incorporated its stance that it will never co-exist with North
Korea into policy. The DPRK announced in February 2005
that they had build nuclear weapons for self-defense against
the U.S.-schemed isolation of North Korea.

Fig.3

Professor Aikido’s International
Relations Lecture, Tokyo University

FROM PYONGYANG

This has prompted the U.S. which swore off the dialogue with
north korea to propose the six-party talks first. However, the
U.S., after consulting on the join statement, recklessly trampled on the spirit of the joint statement and imposed sanctions
and blockade on north korea. On July 5th, 2006, the day after
the U.S. independence day as well as president bush’s birthday, north korea launched the missile and demanded the U.S.
To choose between confrontation and dialogue. The U.S.
answered with the passing of then UNSCR and increased
sanctions however, North Korea announced the plan for the
nuclear test on October 3rd, 2006. North Korea became the
first great nation that challenged the u.s. with the nuclear test.

Chosun Art Film Studio
[DPRK Official Film Studio]

STUDENT #2
DPRK announced to the world that the test will be conducted
within ten days from October 3rd. How come Japan and the
U.S. didn’t know?
If you have a little understating of North Korea, it is not difficult
to estimate the test will be carried out on October 10th, the
anniversary of the founding of the ruling communist korea
workers party. Not only that, since North Korea’s territory isn’t
large, it isn’t an impossible task to detect the test site with the
proper aerial surveillance system. However, because the U.S.
has always underestimated North Korea, they failed to predict
whether or not North Korea would conduct the nuclear test.
Just like the test in July, the U.S. fell under the North Korean
enticement and confusion tactics again. As the saying goes,
they barked up the wrong tree once more.

Fig.2

The movie—actually a collection of four
full-length sequels to a 1988 propaganda piece called “The Country I Saw”, is
the fictional story of how one unassuming Japanese professor of international
relations learns to stop worrying, and
love North Korea’s bomb.
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[Japan’s Missile Early Warning Center]
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Fig.4

JAPANESE COMMANDER
Yes sir, the early warning system is in full operation around the
clock, but we haven’t detected anything yet.
SUBORDINATE
What? Okay. Sir?

Fig.5

JAPANESE COMMANDER
What?
SUBORDINATE
That was from the U.S. the North Korean missile is flying over
our land at this very minute.
JAPANESE POLITICIAN #1
Japan is humiliated again!
JAPANESE POLITICIAN #2
We invested so much in the early warning system, but we
didn’t even know when they launched it?
JAPANESE POLITICIAN #3
The unha-2 was launched from the donghwan launch site in
Hwadae-Gum, Hamgyeong province at 1120 on April 5th
2009, Juche 98 and successfully entered into the orbit at
112902, 9 minutes and 2 seconds after the launch.

Fig.6
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NO.4 DOOR
SHUT CONFIRMED.

NO.1 ISOLATION
DOOR DESTROYED.

NO.8 DOOR
SHUT CONFIRMED.

NO.2 ISOLATION
DOOR DESTROYED.

[Underground Nuclear Test]

NO.3 ISOLATION
DOOR DESTROYED.

NO. 1 DOOR
SHUT CONFIRMED.
NO.2 DOOR
SHUT CONFIRMED.

[Control System Normal]
[Measuring System Normal]
[Checking Seismic Measuring System]
[Seismic Measuring System Completed]

[Measurement of Radiation Dose]
[Seismograph]
[Measurement of Tremor]
[Measurement of temperature of underground Nuclear Test for area]

Measurement of Radiation Dose.
No Radioactive Releases.
HASEGAWA
What happened?
COMMANDER
Yes, sir.
According to the data collected from
171 seismological observatories in
Japan, and earthquake measuring between 4.5 and 5.3 on Richter scale was
detected.
HASEGAWA
Doesn’t that mean that North Korea
carried out the nuclear test?
COMMANDER
Well, the details are still unknown.
HASEGAWA
We bought all these expensive machines while trying to please the U.S.
and you tell me that the details are
unknown?

Fig.8
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[Underground Nuclear Test]

Fig.7

NO.3 DOOR
SHUT CONFIRMED.

ten
nine
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seven
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one

[Underground Nuclear Test]

Beijing
25 May 2009,
Local Time 8:00 a.m.
Moscow
26 May 2009,
Local Time 3:30 a.m.
Washington D.C.
25 May 2009
Local Time 10:30 p.m.
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[Japanese briefing on North Korea’s underground Nuclear Test]
JAPANESE POLITICIAN #1
Professor, please begin.
JAPANESE PROFESSOR
According to the data collected from the U.S. research
institutes and 171 seismological laboratories in Japan,
compared to the first test in October 2006, it is possible
that the energy this test created is 10 to 15 times more.
For only a 0.2 change in the Richter scale, the size of the
energy is twice as large. The majority of our experts think
that, if converted to TNT, the size of the explosion is five
times larger. Also, an atomic bomb can be made with either
plutonium or enriched uranium. Looking at the series of
events so far, we presume it’s highly possible that North
Korea used the plutonium extracted from the nuclear reactor
in yeongbyeon. In the case of making a plutonium bomb.

[ROK meteorological admin detects the second Nuclear Test “4.5 magnitude
artificial seismic tremor at 0945pm”]
JAPANESE PROFESSOR
It requires highly advanced manufacturing technology and,
to create the precise explosive compression, machining
technology. For North Korea which conducted the first
nuclear test only 2-3 years ago, it is amazing how North
Korea was able to advance its technology this far. So, we
can assume that if first nuclear test was North Korea’s way
of showing its commitment to possess nuclear, then the
second test was to flaunt its nuclear capabilities.
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Fig.9

HASEGAWA
No!

Fig.10
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Fig.29-46
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https://www.38north.org/2016/10/jchurch100516/

From Pluto
to
Pyongyang
and back

We could define pluto
out of existence
we cannot do the same with

https://www.38north.org/2016/10/jchurch100516/

bow to our greatness goodness
our majesty and
our will

https://www.38north.org/2018/11/rcarlin112818/

Dogs not barking
Pyongyang’s
long silence

https://www.38north.org/2016/10/jchurch100516/

We were sure, after all that
Pluto was harmless
but our laughter in response
to jokes about North Korea comes tinged.
As the saying goes,
They barked up the wrong tree Once

https://www.38north.org/2016/10/jchurch100516/

A fog of myths
about them
as a substitute for knowledge

Artefacts are
Not facts

https://www.38north.org/2018/04/oshcheka041918/

Should we worry about a
North Korea Chernobyl?
The Danger
of
Fake history

https://www.38north.org/2017/08/fpabian082817/

Some myths never die
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38 North is a website devoted to informed analysis of North Korea.
While it strives to break new ground, the site’s main objective is to bring the best possible analysis to both seasoned
North Korea watchers and general audiences alike. Too often
analysis of the North is permeated by inexperience, littered
with inaccurate information or grounded in poorly deduced
reasoning. We believe no one really knows for sure what is
going on in North Korea, but we can at least try to understand
the possibilities. Similarly, anyone who professes certainty
should be viewed with the greatest skepticism.
To accomplish these objectives, 38 North harnesses the
experience of long-time observers of North Korea and others
who have dealt directly with North Koreans. It draws on other
experts outside the field who might bring fresh, well-informed
insights to those of us who follow North Korea.
38 North covers not only North Korea’s weapons of mass
destruction, but digs beneath the surface of political, economic, social and other developments. North Korea is not a hermit
kingdom, but rather a country that has been in the throes of
change, good and bad, for over a decade. Those changes
have important implications for the Korean peninsula, the East
Asian region and the international community.

FROM PYONGYANG

38 North strives as much as possible for ideological balance,
publishing opposing opinions, and utilizes various technologies to analyze military, economic, social and other developments north of the DMZ. While it is an American-based
project, it draws on experts from around the world to provide
international perspectives as well.

Fig.50
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Fig.51
Fig.51

Gantry tower with covered work platforms, rail-mounted transfer
structure, processing building.

01.02.2016

Fig.52

Vehicle parking area, approximately 400 vehicles present, indicating
that a major portion of the ground troops scheduled to participate in the
parade had arrive and were practicing.

06.01.2017

Fig.53

Tanks , heavy artillery and ballistic missile launchers heading for
Kim Il Sung Square.

15.04.2017

Fig.54

Troops and equipment on parade, Kim Ill Sung square reviewing stand.

15.04.2017

Fig.55

Ballistic missile launchers heading for Kim Il Sung Square.

15.04-2017

Fig.56

Intricate formations were successfully conducted in Kim Il Sung Square
during the parade to celebrate Day of the Sun (Kim Il Sung’s birthday).

15.04.2017

Fig.57

Trucks parked on Othan-Kangan street after dropping off troops for the
parade.

15.04.2017

Fig.58

Okryu Bridge with marchers and floats heading for Kim Il Sung Square.

15.04.2017

Fig.59

Archers and floats heading for Kim Il Sung Square .

15.04.2017

Fig.60

Overview of the Mirim Parade Training Ground. KPA Science &
technology hall, mirim heliport, mirim skydiving club and UAV/RC
airfield, Heavy equipment storage area(e.g.,TELs,heavy artillery and
UAVs), Mirim Riding Academy, Mirim Flying Club and airfield, April 25
Hotel.

25.04.2017

Fig.61

Color-infrared image- probable new camouflage on roofs.
The smaller building’s roof was painted with dual-purpose disruptive
paint, that mimics natural vegetation when viewed in color-infrared
imagery.

03.05.2017

Fig.62

No vehicles were present in the northwest parking area of the central
training area.

24.11.2017

Fig.63

Vehicle parking area, approximately 100 vehicles had arrived, bringing
troops to practice for the parade. There were several loose troop
formations and a single parade formation present on the perimeter road.

25.12.2017

Fig.64

Possible roof work or demolition since may 26, objects in yard. (below
all Sohae Satellite Station location which is continuing in following
chapter).

22.07.2018

Fig.65

Greenhouses, approximately 9 construction vehicles trucks trailers and
a bus.

13.08.2018

Fig.66

Continued movement of vehicles and equipment at the administrative
and security headquarters. Greenhouses, approximately 7 trucks and
trailers.

16.08.2018

Fig.67

No formations of military vehicles(TELs/MELs, tanks, artillery, etc)
observed, vehicle parking, approximately 500 vehicles present, replica
of Kim Il Sung Square, approximately 43 parade formations and loose
groupings of troops and personnel present, reviewing stand.

31.08.2018

Fig.68

Pump house, sluceway, water intake cistems, reservoir dam serving as
river-wide sillway during flooding, kurupong river.

24.09.2018

Fig.52

Fig.53

Fig.54

Fig.55

Fig.56
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Fig.57

Fig.63

Fig.58

Fig.64

Fig.59

Fig.65

Fig.60

Fig.66

Fig.61

Fig.67

Fig.68

Fig.62
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Fig.73

Fig.71
Fig.70

Fig.72

Fig.69

16.08.2018
Greenhouses, Approximately 7 trucks and trailers.

FROM PYONGYANG

Greenhouses, approximately 9 construction vehicles trucks trailers and a bus.

27-08-2018
Greenhouses, no vehicles, trucks, trailers or buses present.
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Fig.75
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Fig.74

Fig.74

Nada general satellite control building

Fig.75

Sohae satellite launching station 3d panorama:
Launch control center (exterior view)
“Long live songun politics!” Text on building front

Fig.76

Fig.76

Sohae satellite launching station 3d panorama:
Launch control center (exterior view)
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Architect

FROM PYONGYANG

Nazar Gresko

ARCHITECT
So these are the interpretation plans,
the assumption plans for The Sohae
Satellite Station. One is the old design
and the second is the new one. These
were made based on assumptions
combined with the Google Earth images
to figure out the size and the shape of
the facility. We then sized and traced
the overall character of the building and
with the 3D models of the interior we
managed to create an assumption of the
size of the rooms.

ARCHITECT
Shall I continue or start over?

We did this by looking at the ceiling
which was made from standard Armstrong plates, which are 600 × 600mm.
By counting the plates on the 3D image
I could calculate the size of the overall
room. I then placed the furniture based
on this open source 3D rendering of
the interior. By counting the plates we
got the overall form, shape and size of
the room. After we traced the size and
shape of the building we found this
room totally fits in the two story high
compartment that was in the building.
There was a hesitation about what
the orientation of the room was but it
helped shape the overall design of the
building. This suggested that there is a
two storey high volume in the satellite
rooms itself and also behind it in order
to access the balcony.

OPERATOR
Well because I’m doing this (points
camera at drawings) and then I start like
this and then I do this and then I go like
this.

Which means that from the central
entrance to the facility there is a staircase, which we totally assume, because
there is no open information about how
it looks; so this is a total assumption,
creation, re-creation of the interior
space leading to the balcony and to
the second floor. So we placed the
satellite room in this overall shape of the
building; it fits perfectly. What we can
also see on the section drawing is how
it works as a two height volume in the
one story high building. Which totally
looks like a very standardised theatre or
community house. Apparently around
the satellite room there is a corridor.
But looking at the images we have we
can assume there are some office like
rooms on the sides. Which gives us an
assumption plan of how this building
looks and surprisingly, in terms of sizes,
it fits.

OPERATOR
As you want..
ARCHITECT
Start over, it makes sense as you
changed the frame.
(Nervous laughter off camera…)
But you’re filming me not the drawings.

ARCHITECT
Well maybe it’s just better to fix on
the drawings and then I just show it
and then you don’t have this irritation
when moving. Then it’s totally about the
drawings.

Fig.84

OPERATOR
It’s fine I can try both.
ARCHITECT
Then maybe you could move a bit to the
right so they’re central. Or I move the
drawings, wait! I think it’s better when
the camera doesn’t move and it really
focuses on the drawings.
OPERATOR
Yup…..
(Silence.)
ARCHITECT
So this is interpretational plans for The
Sohae Satellite Station. Which were
made based on assumptions with the
combination of Google Earth images to
figure out the size and the shape of the
facility…….

OPERATOR
Sorry, can I just…. ok I will not break…
(Architect’s eyes go from the camera
to the operator, back and forth several
times as the camera changes position.)

Fig.85

Yes.

53

TO PLUTO

55
TO PLUTO

FROM PYONGYANG

FROM PYONGYANG

THE HAT

Fig.88

255 ×185 px

https://www.38north.org/
resources/2018/03/panorama/nadacontrolbuilding2018/
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Fig.89

255 ×185 px

Maastricht (2018)

Fig.90
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25(L)×30(W)×15(H)
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Polyester
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THE LAMP

Fig.91

245 × 336 px

https://www.38north.org/
resources/2018/03/panorama/nadacontrolbuilding2018/
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Fig.92

255 ×185 px

Maastricht (2018)

Fig.93
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THE BLUE BOWLER HAT

Fig.94

255 ×185 px

https://www.38north.org/
resources/2018/03/panorama/nadacontrolbuilding2018/
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Fig.95

255 ×185 px

Maastricht (2018)

Fig.96
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THE DESK

Fig.97

254 ×439 px

https://www.38north.org/
resources/2018/03/panorama/nadacontrolbuilding2018/
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Fig.98

255 ×185 px

Maastricht (2018)

Fig.99
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Plywood
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THE CHAIR

Fig.100

252 × 204 px

https://www.38north.org/
resources/2018/03/panorama/nadacontrolbuilding2018/
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Fig.101

255 ×185 px

Maastricht (2018)

Fig.102
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53(L)×41(W)×96(H)
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Fig.103
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[The guy who introduced himself from North Korea]

MYEONG IL KIM
My name is Kim Myung Il. I was a soldier in North Korea for a
long time. I came to South Korea in 2013 and now I’m working for a company. I’m from Sinuiju, North Pyongan Province.
I came to Korea via China, Laos and Thailand.
JUNGHUN CHOI
I served Unit 144 of the North Korean Army. This unit is called
Mirim University in North Korea, which has been mentioned in
South Korean media since 2006. Mirim University is a secrete
institute established under Kim Jong-il’s instruction. The basic
task of this university is to educate expert hackers who can
complete missions on the global stage. It was located in Pyeongyang. I did my military service there for 11 years. Since
1986, about 600 students were trained as expert hackers
every year. I belonged to the security guard platoon and my
duty was to supervise students going out and in, and to train
them according to military regulations.
MYOENG IL KIM
I did not hear about 38 North when I was in North Korea but I
know it now.
MYOENG IL KIM
The South Korean government seems to trust the materials released by 38 North.The South Korean Army has its own intelligence unit. There is also NIS (National Intelligence Service).
But the materials of 38 North are preferred over those from
the South Korean intelligence agencies. 38 North is trusted
that much in South Korea. They look into North Korea through
Google. In this regard, such a private organization seems
to excel any other public agencies. This is what I think. The
evidences provided by 38 North are basically true.
Fig.105
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MYOENG IL KIM
Do you think 38 North can find out where is a mobile
launcher? They do not know. 38 North is a satellite that can
distinguish things on the ground but cannot reveal anything
concealed. I think, even the US intelligence agencies like
CIA cannot uncover such things. Because we came from
North Korea, we can tell you definitely that North Korea has
hundreds, or perhaps thousands of underground passages
that are hundreds of meters deep. Nobody knows what type
of and how many weapons are hidden underground. Nobody.

FROM PYONGYANG

MYOENG IL KIM
North Korea is a society that the international community or
most people have no experience of. That’s it. Don’t judge
North Korea by its external image. The same goes for military
matters.
You shouldn’t think North Korea is weak militarily because it’s
a poor country. Neither underestimate nor overestimate it. The
second thing is that the North Korean people’s lives are not
glamorous just because the image the international community
shows is spectacular. If you want to know North Korea,
know it properly. And the international community should pay
attention to the 23 million people in North Korea, not to Kim
Jong Un.
MYOENG IL KIM
Nevertheless, the satellites have their own limitations, for
example, in identifying accurate locations. A satellite can show
a new building has been constructed in a place where no
such thing was found one month ago. However, the purpose
and size of the building cannot be known by the satellite. 38
North is most reliable among satellite-based means. But a
satellite is a satellite. It is not sufficient to know the truth of
North Korea.
MYOENG IL KIM
I have brought maps of military bases in North Korea or at
least a region where I served in the army. Let’s compare one
of those maps with that Google image. Google cannot even
capture the location of the pit entrance. It cannot be identified
since it is covered by a camouflage veil that makes it look the
same as the surrounding area. Nobody knows who has ever
been there. Never. That’s why we order such items.
JUNGHUN CHOI
Countless. North Korea itself is a pit.
JUNGHUN CHOI
Absolutely. Building and structures on the ground are used
during peace time. In case of emergency, that is, if a war
breaks out, pits will take all the necessary roles in North
Korea.
JUNGHUN CHOI
Even if the locations are known, internal structures have not
been found out. I think such structures cannot be known
even by the latest technology. Maybe, a new technology of
taking internal structures from outside will be developed. But,
anyway, it is not possible so far. Then, what is required? The
answer is the help of experienced people. We actually lived
there. South Korean people do not know structures, facilities
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and equipment of pits.
MYOENG IL KIM
Is it a reproduction? This image is when Kim Jong Un
came. He’s looking inside and these researchers are on the
computer.

MYOENG IL KIM
There is also the people and security department. This
was symbolized. The sky. The blue sky was symbolized.
Space scientists wear such a cap. Strictly speaking, space
scientists’ caps do not have black color on the upper parts.
MYOENG IL KIM
Blue is not the same. In other words, their caps are not blue
to this extent but rather light blue. Similar color but rather light
blue.
ARAM LEE
How about the upper part?
MYOENG IL KIM
The upper part is marked by space scientists and workers of
the aerospace operation headquarter. That part is marked.
This upper part is all blue not containing black.
ARAM LEE
How about material?
MYOENG IL KIM
It is similar to the one used for my trousers. The material of my
trousers is called tetron. Do you know tetron?
MYOENG IL KIM
I see. Lamp. Electric lamp. Does this describe a lamp?
I thought it imitate a launcher. Strangely, it looked like a
launcher.
MYOENG IL KIM
‘Let’s conquer the summit of the 21st century powerhouse
using science and technology.’
MYOENG IL KIM
So it’s a goal. We have goals that we set for ourselves, don’t
we? If we’re going to achieve that goal, we need to focus
on technology. If we are to achieve that goal. North Korea
most certainly has its own domestic goals. We’re going to
go this far. If you want to achieve that goal, you can’t think of
it without the power of science. That’s what they use such
slogans a lot. I think this one was presented at the New Year’s
address last year. If you want to see the direction North Korea
going, look at their slogan in the New Year’s address that
year.
MYOENG IL KIM
It seems that they made a shape of the scientists’ hat who
work at the satellite station or the control tower. but it just
mimics. I never saw it in real so I don’t really know about it.
Anyway, the person who interviewed before said he saw this.
But I never thought it would be used in North Korea once I

saw it. Because it doesn’t stand for anything. Although now I
see where this hat came from and why is the color blue, I’m
still not sure about this.
MYOENG IL KIM
While they are monitoring North Korea by mechanical means,
we ourselves experienced the country. Let me give you an
example. The shape of this cap can be captured by Google.
However, there is no way to know what is inside the cap.
There is a fundamental difference between Google and us.
We know what is inside the cap. Accordingly, 38 North can
only see the surficial as if they only look at what is outside this
cap. It is a cap. However, what is inside it is not known.
MYOENG IL KIM
The descriptions are too strange. Unfortunately, the
descriptions of these items indicate as if the technology of
North Korea falls behind too much. I think that is unfair. Even if
only a hat is reproduced, an exact description is essential.

FROM PYONGYANG

MYOENG IL KIM
We are okay but the next generation may think that the North
Korean people wore such a strange hat. Of course, you have
not experienced the North Korean society and depend on
imagination. You are often confused. Nevertheless, you need
to achieve exact and balanced descriptions, which would help
prevent unnecessary misunderstanding when reunification is
accomplished.

JUNGHUN CHOI
The Americans went too far. It may be a portrayal of North
Korea but this is too much. Their films were okay but I wonder
why they gave such an image.
ARAM LEE
Is this different from the real thing?
Myoeng il kim
It’s not just different, it’s completely wrong. That’s not the
colour of North Korean soldiers’ hat or the shape.
JUNGHUN CHOI
There’s an animation called Galaxy Express 999. This is a hat
for that animation.
MYOENG IL KIM
They don’t wear this hat, either.
JUNGHUN CHOI
Why did they make it this way and give them the wrong
image?
JUNGHUN CHOI
This is not good. irritating
MYOENG IL KIM
Don’t bring that with you. We don’t need it.
Just bring the camera, it’s too much work.

JUNGHUN CHOI
If you want to do something related to North Korea, you have
to do it properly. This is an original North Korean hat worn by
soldiers. This is a seal from the North Korean military (laughs).
This is their belt.
JUNGHUN CHOI
Put it down. If you want to talk properly about the North
Korean army, you have to put it down. I’ll get the automatic
rifles, too.
JUNGHUN CHOI
How could you bring this from the Netherlands?
MYOENG IL KIM
It’s not even a railroad hat.
JUNGHUN CHOI
What does this need and where?
ARAM LEE
That’s one of the lamps in the North Korean Sohae satellite
launch facility.
MYOENG IL KIM
It’s an image of the model.
ARAM LEE
No. There’s a lot of US data on North Korea and I’m
researching them. I’m studying how the US imagines and
portrays North Korea.
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La trahison des images
[ceci n’est pas une chapeau]
It was Magritte’s anonymous bowler hat that
first got me thinking as I started this journey by
following a blue one. I tried to reach out to this
mystery guy who’d just left his hat on a table by
materialising it. But I never stopped following
and finally arrived somewhere, but I realised
that too was fiction.

95

COLOPHON

Artist
Aram Lee
Editors
Aram Lee
Josh Plough
Script ‘This is work’ writer
Sytske van Koeveringe
Architect
Nazar Gresko
North Korean defector
Myoeng-il Kim (false name)
Junghun Choi
Assistant
Goeun Park

FROM PYONGYANG

Book Design
Jessica Hollinshead
Book Design Mentor
Roosje Klap
Thanks to
Donghwan Kam
Chen Jhen
Roosje Klap
Bik van der Pol
Huib Haye van der Werf
Print
Lulu 2019
Project at & supported by
Jan van Eyck Academie
2018—2019

From Pyongyang to Pluto and Back is
a publication that charts and records
a journey. The artist Aram Lee, while
investigating the diaspora of images and
people related to North Korea, found out
that the relationships between them are
often full of misunderstandings. A reality
that proved to be a mix of fact and fiction,
one lost in images and the politics of
representation.
The trouble is, when we try to approach
the subject of North Korea we have very
little material that we can use to help us
form our own opinions. We are drip fed
news articles with bombastic headlines
featuring photographs ordained by the
regime or surreptitious satellite imagery
featuring yellow outlines. All this data has
gone through a filter, effectively distilling
the narrative down to a potent mixture of
fact and conjecture.
A lot of this distillate comes from the
Washington D.C based institution 38
North. A place that’s devoted to the
informed analysis of North Korea. But we
should question how informed this information is when on their website they write:
‘We could define Pluto out of existence.
We cannot do the same with North Korea,
even if at times our fondest hope is to hold
our breath until the country goes away,
no longer to be an irritating reminder of
some distant reality that does not bow to
our greatness, our goodness, our majesty,
and our will.’
The title of this article has been taken
and reused for this publication and the
chapters inside of it. It’s difficult to tell if
this article is a parody but when read in
the context of the website it’s hard believe
otherwise; even if our fondest hope is to
do so. By referring directly to 38 North
and their ‘informed analysis’ this publication has as its basis a contradiction. An
absurd and humorous one that shows
us we shouldn’t blindly trust images and
narratives; we must go to the source and
find things out for ourselves.

From Pyongyang to Pluto and Back is a
reader that allows us to make our own
minds up about the legitimacy of images
and their influence on our lives. To finger
through this book is to go on a journey
from official propaganda, to a country’s
representation by others, to a simulacrum
of it’s built environment and finally to its
materialisation and confrontation.
In the chapter From Pyongyang we’re
introduced to what North Korea wants us
to see in the relationship between image
and the script from a propaganda film; in
To Washington D.C scripts are again used
to subvert the power of the image while
we’re also introduced to the 3D rendered
worlds 38 North have built to represent
to the interiors of North Korean buildings
(the intention is to give a heightened, yet
speculative, impression of reality); To Pluto
depicts the materialisation of the chosen
objects found within those digital interiors
as felt and wood end up replacing pixels—the narrative shifts with this manipulation. Then in And Back, these physical
representations of a world rendered from
the top down travel to South Korea. They
are confronted with an actual reality when
introduced to two North Korean defectors.
Who, when discussing these manifestations can’t help but giggle.
Throughout this publication our collective
gullibility, when in contact with the power
of images, is treated with a playful yet
analytical touch. The research speaks to
the contemporary fluidity of images and
how they travel through different contexts,
and ultimately meanings. The widely held
idea that digital images are immaterial is
challenged as they are placed in different dimensions; their inherent effect on
actuality is rendered as a sequence of
transformations.
It’s ludicrous to think that Aram had to
go on a journey from digital source to
physical presence to unweave the lines
of scripts and images that make up our
representation. But then again, how are
we supposed to explore and understand
such a secretive and unknown place?

